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Manager Partnerships for Learning 
Centre for Learning Innovation

telephone: 61 2 9715 8152  

fax: 61 2 9747 1000

email: colin.wood@det.nsw.edu.au
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telephone: 61 2 8306 0530

fax: 61 2 8306 0404

mobile: 61 414 368 897

08
02
60

04

NICTA | Home

● research projects

● corporate publications

● research publications

● careers @ NICTA

● upcoming courses

● scholarships

● people @ NICTA

● collaborating with NICTA

● NICTA locations

Australia's ICT Research Centre of Excellence-->

● News
● Research
● Education
● Business
● Events
● About
● People

●

NICTA and I²R to build innovative wireless networks
30/09/2009  12:00 

Under a new two-year agreement, NICTA will collaborate with Singapore’s A*STAR Institute for 
Infocomm Research (I²R) to develop and demonstrate fast, low-cost, temporary mobile wireless 
communications networks.

Prof. Gernot Heiser wins NSW Scientist of the Year Award for 
Engineering, Maths and Computer Science
11/09/2009  16:30 

NICTA congratulates Professor Gernot Heiser on winning the Engineering, Mathematics and 
Computer Sciences category of the NSW Scientist of the Year Awards.

Tech cluster boots up with new ACT Govt. funding
08/09/2009  17:00 

NICTA and the ACT Government have launched a Government technology cluster to support and 
strengthen Government ICT industries in Australia. The ACT Government is providing $150,000 to 
help establish the cluster in 2009-10, with a commitment for a further $100,000 per annum through 
to 2011-12.

New Director for NICTA’s Canberra Research Laboratory
07/09/2009  12:30 

NICTA has appointed Dr Sylvie Thiébaux as Director of its Canberra Research Laboratory. Dr 
Thiébaux, an Associate Professor at the Australian National University, has been working in NICTA 
since 2003.
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mContext
CLI Partnership

During 2009 the Centre for Learning Innovation partnered with scientists 

from NICTA to trial the mContext application in a high school setting. 

mContext is a client-server application that was used to deliver a wide 

variety of digital learning resources to Apple iPod Touch devices used by 

Year 11 Ancient History students at Merrylands High School. 

mContext has numerous implications for the Federal Government’s Digital 

Education Revolution hardware rollout plans as the tool will allow large 

volumes of data such as textbooks to be stored and used on mobile devices at 

school and at home. mContext also removes the need for mobile devices to be 

constantly connected to the Internet as data is stored locally and changes are 

updated whenever the mobile device synchronizes with the server.

The outcomes of the mContext trial were very positive. Students:

•	 log in or authenticate and then click ‘synchronise’ to receive all teacher 
scheduled learning resources to their personal mobile device

•	 can easily find and access their daily or weekly lesson material (causing less 
class disruptions)

•	 can use the TiniWiki application as a reference in all classes, as a complete 
copy of Wikipedia is saved to their personal mobile device

•	 can work offline (ie: data does not have to remain on ‘the cloud’) and 
reduce their use of bandwidth

•	 don’t require home internet access as they have copies of the digital 
resources on their mobile device

•	 can mark-up or add comments to local content and these annotations can 
be aggregated/monitored/managed by the class teacher as an assessment or 
focus for classroom discussion

•	 can share individual markups and comments.

mContext includes a very high speed search function that brings users to the 

exact location of a term in any document or video. The search feature can 

also locate any student tags or comments.

Both students and teachers and teachers find the mContext client-server 

technology very easy to use.

Student accounts are easy to create: either manually and/or as part of an 

integrated approach with the Department’s Enrolment and Registration 

Number (ERN) database and/or future Learning Management System.

mContext has enormous potential to deliver a digital textbook revolution 

due to its integrated security features and data compression.


